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Statement on Proposed Legislation To Assist Young People Leaving the
Foster Care System
May 13, 1999

Hillary and I are pleased that Representatives
Nancy Johnson and Ben Cardin today intro-
duced important legislation to assist the approxi-
mately 20,000 young people who leave our Na-
tion’s foster care system each year at age 18
without an adoptive family or other permanent
family relationship. Today, Federal financial sup-
port for these young people ends just as they
are making the critical transition to independ-
ence. Without the emotional, social, and finan-
cial support that families provide, many of these
youth are not adequately prepared for life on
their own.

I believe that we have a responsibility to en-
sure that these young people have the tools they

need to make the most of their lives. That is
why my budget request includes significant new
investments to provide them with access to
health care and help them to earn a high school
diploma, further their education or vocational
training, and learn daily living skills such as
budgeting, career planning, and securing hous-
ing and employment. Today, Representatives
Johnson and Cardin have moved this issue for-
ward. I am committed to working with them
and other Members of Congress in the months
ahead to enact meaningful and fiscally respon-
sible legislation to enable these young people
to live up to their God-given potential.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the National Institute
of Building Sciences
May 13, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of sec-

tion 809 of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974, as amended (12 U.S.C.
1701j-2(j)), I transmit herewith the annual re-
port of the National Institute of Building
Sciences for fiscal year 1997.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

May 13, 1999.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Dinner for Representative John Conyers, Jr.
May 13, 1999

Thank you very much. Let me, first of all,
thank Bob Johnson and the whole BET family
for making us feel at home at this wonderful
place tonight. And I want to thank Kenny
Burrell and Donald Byrd and James Moody,
and also I’d like to thank the musicians who
were playing for us earlier. They were very,
very good, and I enjoyed hearing them.

I want to say how much I appreciate the
fact that so many of John Conyers’ colleagues
are here from the Michigan delegation, from
the Congressional Black Caucus, and the whole
Congress would have showed up if they could
have. And notwithstanding his claims of false
advertising, he really is 70 years old. [Laughter]

Now, I say that in astonished admiration. He
has a child who is 10 years younger than my
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